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THE SOCIAL GOSPEL 

The church has generally felt that its business was with indi- 
viduals. ItTias undertaken to bring men, women, and children, 
one by one, to Christ, that they might share his life. Then the 
church has said to them, Go out into all your human relations and 
live the Christ life. It has expected that society would be affected 
by the regenerated individuals. The church has very naturally 
had this idea, because whenever one considers the conditions of 
any individual soul, it is clear that his religious needs are very 
personal. There is a great deal of sin that is so intensely personal 
that the attention of the church has been inevitably fixed upon 
it. Here are all the sins that arise out of human passion: anger, 
hatred, malice, envy, jealousy, every unkindness, intemperance, 
and that darkest, deadliest passion, which strikes at the citadel of 
human life. Humanity is guilty in these things, and the misery 
and shame of them are everywhere. Men recognize the evil, and 
in their better moments long to be delivered, and to be worthy. 
And the heart of man knows that there is a God, whose eyes are 
in every place, beholding the evil and the good, and that he will 
by no means clear the guilty. So the church has called upon them 
to repent of their sins, and has used her persuasion that men should 
be convicted of their sins, and has given them God's gracious mes- 
sage: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." 
Of course, this has always been a personal message. 
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Yet the world will never be saved by the salvation of individuals, 
simply because the greatest of its sins are not individual sins at all. 
The wicked cannot forsake his way, because many of his wicked 
ways are not his to forsake. The worst sins of which each of us is 
guilty he cannot abandon, and it is not because of moral weakness, 
it is because they are the sins of other people as well. We shall have 
to forsake them together. The most atrocious outbreaking wicked- 
nesses of our land cannot be forsaken by individuals; we shall have 
to forsake them together. 

As individuals we are kind and just, as a society we are heartless 
and tyrannical. Our whole pitiless competitive wage system is 
crushing men, women, and children, and nobody is to blame. It 
is nobody's business that with our wonderful prosperity half the 
population lives below the standard of decent requirements. 

The business of the modern church is with these matters that 
are nobody's else business. If there is an evil for which there is 
nobody to blame, it is clear that it is an evil for which everyone is 
to blame. That is a matter for the church to consider most ear- 
nestly. Our God, whom we worship, is on the side of humanity. 
Our gospel, in which we put our trust, is a gospel for the salvation 
of the world. If womanhood is crying to us with an exceeding 
great and bitter cry, we do not dare to drown that cry with our 
anthems of praise. We must heed it and find out what it means. 
And it is not hard to find out what it means. It simply is that 
we have an ungodly and inhuman political economy. We have 
learned with fine scientific precision to estimate the cost of the 
products of our industries, but we have failed to take into considera- 
tion the human cost. We measure the wear and tear on buildings 
and machinery, but we have stupidly failed,, to put down in our 
expenses the cost in blood, and tears, and virtue, and hope. We 
understand cash values, but we ignore the human values, sober- 
ness, chastity, childhood, womanhood, manhood, the American 
home, joy and courage in life and work. No one is to blame 
for this monstrous travesty upon Christian civilization. It has 
all come in spite of us. Therefore, that is the business of the 
church. We must see the essential selfishness of the industrial 
conditions in which we live, and upon which many of us thrive. 
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We must feel deeply and bitterly the shame of it. We must make 
it the matter of our cry to God for light and leading. We 
must have no peace until the evils are ended, and a Christian 
brotherhood has become a possibility. 

This does not mean that we are to turn our churches into 
sociological seminaries. It does not mean that we are to expect 
our preachers to give us programs of social reform. The pulpit 
is not to substitute a new economics for the old gospel. In fact, 
it is not the business of the church to solve the problems of society 
at all. The duty of the church is far simpler than that. Indeed, 
the church perfectly well understands the procedure which it is 
her duty to follow. She has faithfully pursued it since Jesus gave 
her the commission. She has always realized that she was to lead 
men to the conviction of sin, to repentance and faith, and to a 
practical expression of that faith in life. The only readjustment 
demanded of the church is that she appreciate the real nature of 
sin in the modern world, namely, that it is social as well as personal. 

We must come to a conviction of sin upon these tragic evils 
that are nobody's fault individually, but are our common responsi- 
bility collectively. Our prayers and preaching must help us to 
feel the burden. The church has an opportunity unparalleled in 
its history to call upon men with passion and with power to see the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. When the report of the Vice Commission 
was made public, it was read by a quiet Christian scholar, who said : 
'T ought not to be teaching in a college; I ought to be killing some- 
body." He was under deep conviction. We must investigate 
and find our facts, until the sorrow of our social sins weighs so 
heavily upon us that we shall have no rest until it be lifted. 

Such godly sorrow will produce repentance. We are not repent- 
ant at present in any deep sense. Now and then we are a little 
concerned; so men have always been a little concerned about their 
sins. But the old evangelical idea about repentance was a more 
thoroughgoing matter. And it was right. We have not repented 
of the common sins of our society until we have determined to 
forsake them, and have cried to God for the power of his spirit to 
help us. The individual repentance meant a passionate marshal- 
ing of all the forces of the soul, that a man might turn away from 
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evil unto God. Our social repentance must mean that everything 
else shall seem small in comparison, every difficulty insignificant, 
every cost only paltry, that the destroying crimes of our society 
may be abandoned. 

So we shall need faith. The old evangel was right when it 
preached faith in God for salvation. We must confidently look 
for a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. We must believe 
that the Lord God Almighty is on our side. The weakness of the 
church today is her practical atheism, her skepticism. If we dare 
to say that only a society is possible in which men are ground to 
powder under the wheels of industry, and womanhood loses her 
purity and high ministries, and childhood is cursed and stunted, then 
let us frankly recognize that we do not believe in God, that we 
consider the salvation of Jesus Christ to be a mockery, and that 
we abandon faith in the presence of the divine spirit in this human 
world. The issue before the modern church is clear. She must 
have a social gospel or give up her faith in God and Christ, and in 
the power divine in human life. 

The old evangel always cheered men's faith by pointing to the 
spiritual victories that faith had wrought. The church may point 
to them today. Wherever earnest men have set themselves to 
heal the wounds of our society, the divine grace has been revealed, 
and goodness has come. Even that age-long social evil, whose 
grip has been on every civilization that the world has known, whose 
insidious influence lays hold upon the boys and girls of our poorer 
classes, and more and more upon the boys and girls of our pro- 
tected classes, whose organized power is corrupting all our American 
city governments, whose character, so tragic and so pathetic, is the 
darkest blot upon our Christian society — even this is being van- 
quished. As a definite result of the arousing of public sentiment 
in Chicago during the last three years, there has been convicted 
and sent to jail on an average of one person per week for com- 
plicity in the traffic in womanhood, and the traffic has sensibly 
diminished in that time. Some of the men and women who know 
most about the facts, and who are our representatives in this task, 
express their confident hope that this century may be known in his- 
tory as the time when this dark blot was removed from human life. 
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There are signs enough to cheer us on. The industrial struggle 
looks very dark. We often cry, "Who is sufficient for these 
things ?" But wherever Christian men have tried to find the light 
they have found it. We do not dare to despair. We are laborers 
together with God, and there is nothing too hard to accomplish 
with him. 

The issue of faith is work. The church has always preached 
that man should believe and then work. So we must say today — 
repent, believe, and go to work to make the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. In response to that appeal of the church 
the Christian men and women shall right our social wrongs and 
bring us true social health. No one will think of failure. None 
will dream though right is worsted, wrong will triumph. Commis- 
sions, investigations, classes for patient study, reform organizations 
— a thousand efforts will be inaugurated and championed by enthu- 
siastic Christian men and women, determined to bring forth fruits 
worthy of repentance. 

With such a social message the church will speak to the needs 
of the individual human heart with added power. We need not 
wait till all society is regenerate before we preach the evangel that 
a broken heart may be healed, that a sinner may come home to God, 
that any willing soul may find peace and power. We shall keep 
the old gospel with all its stirring summons and winning appeal, 
and it will only mean the more as we add to it the older gospel of 
Jesus and the apostles and the prophets, that the kingdom of God 
is coming in the earth. 



